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Overview of 
the Bible

1-3 John, Jude
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1 John

• A treatise that offers assurance to some specific believers, 
encouraging their loyalty to Christian faith and practice – in response 
to some false prophets who have left the community.

• Date and Author – “The elder” (most likely the apostle John), to a 
Christian community that he oversees (thought to be Ephesus); late 
80s, early 90s.

• Occasion for Letter – the defection of the false prophets and their 
followers, who have called into question the orthodoxy (both 
teaching and practice) of those who have remained loyal to what 
goes back to “the beginning.”
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1 John

•Themes
• Jesus who Came in the Flesh is the Son of God
• Jesus Showed God’s Love for us Through His Incarnation and 

Crucifixion
• True Believers Love One Another as God Loved Them in 

Christ
• God’s Children do not Habitually Sin, but When we do Sin, 

we Receive Forgiveness
• Believers can Have Full Confidence in the God who Loves 

Them
• By Trusting in Christ, we now Have Eternal Life
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Structure of 1 John

•The Incarnation (1:1-4; 2:20-25; 4:1-6; 5:1-
12)
•Believers Should Love One Another (2:7-11; 
3;11-24; 4:7-21)
•Sin and the Children of God (1:5-2:2; 2:28-
3:10; 5:13-21)
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Helps for Reading 1 John

•Notice what he says about false prophets, who 
are the key to his writing.
• In essence, they deny the incarnation, they fail to love those 

in need, and (perhaps) they argue that they are sinless.

•You will notice that he says a lot with only a little 
vocabulary (so notice the repeated themes and 
words).
•At times, this address is more like a musical 

composition than it is a “Pauline argument.”
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2 John

• A letter where “the elder” warns against false teachers who 
deny the incarnation of Christ.

• Author and Date – Probably John to the “lady chosen by 
God” (either a local congregation or a woman who hosted a 
house church) and “her children” (members of that church); 
late 80s, early 90s.

• Occasion for Letter – John is concerned that after the 
defection of the false prophets from his community, they 
might spread their teaching in another community of faith.
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2 John

•Themes – (Same as 1 John)
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Helps for Reading 2 John

•This is written like a true letter.
•Note again the significant words 
repeated.
•Truth (5x), walk (3x), love (5x), command(ment) 

(4x), teaching (3x)

11

12



5/13/21

5

3 John

• About “the elder, who wrote it; Gaius, who received it; 
Diotrephes, who provoked it; and Demetrius, who carried it.”

• Author and Date – Probably John, to Gaius; probably in the 90s.

• Occasion for Letter – An earlier letter to the church had been 
scorned by Diotrephes, who also refused hospitality to the 
elder’s friend(s) and disfellowshipped those who would do so. 
John is writing to Gaius, then, urging him to welcome 
Demetrius.
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3 John

The Obligations of Christian 
Hospitality, Especially Toward 
Approved Itinerant Ministers
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Helps for Reading 3 John

•We must understand the virtuous nature 
of hospitality in that day.
•Those who were itinerant ministers 
would have a letter of commendation to 
be received by the house church.
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Jude

• A pastoral letter of exhortation, full of strong warning 
against some false teachers who have “secretly slipped 
in” among them.

• Author and Date – Jude (brother of Jesus and James), to 
a congregation of predominantly Jewish Christians 
somewhere in Palestine; probably after AD 70.

• Occasion for Letter – Addressing the threat posed by 
some itinerants who have turned grace into license and 
who have “slipped into” the church.
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Jude

•Themes
•The Certain Judgement on Those who 
Live Carelessly and Teach Others to do 
so
•God’s Love for and Preservation of His 
Faithful Ones
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Structure of Jude

•God’s call and preservation of His people (1-2)
• Description of ungodly behavior of false teachers (3-4)

• Warning against false teachers through use of OT examples of lifestyle of, 
and sure judgement on, false teachers (5-16)

• Description of ungodly behavior of false teachers (17-19)

•God’s call and preservation of His people (20-25)
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Helps for Reading Jude

•Again, the false teachers are the 
crucial matter.
•Their teaching is a form of libertinism 
– a disregard for morals. (v. 4, 16, 18)
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